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And
NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE

Introduction : v

Dependency theorist regards interna-
tional capitalism as the motive for behind de-
pendency relationships. Gundar Frank wants to
clarify that contemporary under development
is in large past the historical product of past
continuing economic and other relations be-
tween the underdeveloped and newly developed
metropolitan countries.

This shows that the capitalist system
has give a institutional dimension divisioning
labour which is responsible for underdevelop-

"ment of many area of the world. Poor coun-
tries supply their raw-materials to the devel-
oped countries in return they get little qualita-
tive befeficial goods. Division of labour is ul-
timately explaination of poverty.

Marxist theory of imperialism ex-
plains dominant state expansion which depen-
dency theory explains under development
Marxist theory explains reasons why
imperalism occurs, on the other hand, depen-
dency theory explains the result imperialism.

How can one define Dependency

Theory : The theory of dependency is intellec-
 “tually quite challanging. Because in going to
, define it, there are disagreements among vari-

- ous strains of dependency theorists. It is quite
|

Mprs. Saraju Kalita
Deptt. of History

undenjing fact that there none unified theory |
of dependency.

Dependency theory posits that cause
of low levels of development in less economi-
cally developed countries (LEDC) is caused by
their reliance dependence on more economi-
cally developed countries. Dependency Theory,
as a theory based on materialist and structural-
ist theories, has been for placing too much em-
phasis on material and economic factors.

The word "Dependencia” originated in
Latin America in 1950s and 1960s. The key
role in formulating dependencia was played by
U.N's Economic Commison for Latm.America
(ECLA) the Agrention economist Raul
Prebisch and UN. Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD). They were con-
cerned with the important problem why Latin
America and other Third World weren't devel-
oping as anticipated (TSRS ereptt F) |

Basic Characteristics : There are three
basic and common characteristics of all theo-
ries given by the critics.

In the 1st place, dependency charac-
terizes the international system as comprised
of two sets of states:

(1) The dominant states are advanced
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in organization of Economic Co-operative and
Development, :

(ii) The dependent states are they,
- those who have low per capita GNP's.

Inthe 2nd place, in case of the depen- -

dent states, the external forces are of singular

forces are of singular importance to economic
activities.

In the 3rd place, the definitions of de-
pendency all indicate that the relations between
‘dominant and dependent states are dynamic,
because interactions between the two sets of
states tend to not only reinforces (st =i

¥0) but also intensity (+ife F41/4f& #1t) the un-
equal pattern.

Challanges of Dependency Theory :
The Dependency Theory confronted a number
of serious challanges :

(i) The dependendistas are unable to
account for Third World countries that have
been relatively economically successful. The
international organisations like UN, the World
Bank, the IMF indicate that during the last two

“decades the real living standard economic con-
dition of the Third World countries have grown.

(ii) The Conventiona] Marxist Critics
suggested that the dependency theories run to
be romantic, anticapitalist. Such orthodox
Marxists view that it is nothing but a sort of
reaction against industrial civilization.

(iii) In going to explore the theory it
is been that there is no vivig (==%) and clear
answer whether dependency is the cause of
economic and social backwardness.

(iv) It is also obscure that the depen-
dency theory doesn't offer any historical al-

J
ternative to capitalism. It is n't distinctb’::j
plained whether capitalism should be repla "
by other order as may be radically reformec- |

(v) The dependency theory ignores
some other types of relationship between the
elements of the world system- equality O;I'
paternership and dominance between large an |
small states. Moreover, dependencia was °°n'§
cerned with North-South relations while East-)

i

West confrontation concerned means less m-
portant factor,

N

The North-South Dialogue |

The term 'North' and 'South' are used ',
in scientific as well as political discourse ‘t:
describe the relationship between the rich an d
industrialized countries on the one hand an
the poor, less industrialized countries on .tl:;e |
other hand. Having gone through such article.
the relationship between the developing cou®”
tries in the South and the industrialized in the

North has been discussed. Moreover, North--

South Dialogue s used to distinguish this &Y~
namic from the East-West conflict Ofﬂ}e C‘.) e
War. The term is also to expose the point V1

idly, the ideological conflict between *th? com; ;
munists and capitalists. Whereas, modernizatio

theorists argue that globalization and liberaliza- -
tion offer new opportunities for South, bring-
ing foreign investments, technology as Yvell as
foreign expertise to the developing nations.

Structural Aspect : Here, in this topiC
it is to present the empirical (392R<) data on

the important structural features of the North-

South divide. The economic and social indica-

tors describe the structural aspects of the
North-South divide, a political analysis of the

North-South conflict. The history of the
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developing countries also plays an important
role in this context since it was the experience
colonial boudage (#"i'gw) and domination that
creat an anticolonial identity in South.

Issues of North-South Conflict : The
western industrialized and developed countries
organized the international moneytary and
multilaterial (f¥i=® @71) trading systems in the
post war period. Because of ideological dif-
ferences with the West, the second World War
of the Soviet Union and East European coun-
tries set up an ecenomic order with only mini-
mal (%) ties with the First World War. But
in the last few years ideological differences
between First and Second halfhave disappeared
and both are coming closer to each other.

The Third World comprises about
three fourth of the world population, but it ac-
counts for only about one fifth of the world
combined gross national product. That's why,
the gap between the world's rich and poor have
grown and the inequalities are projected to
expand further in future.

Kegley and Wittkopf rightly observe
"the present division of the world between over
populated and often poverty hunger stricken
Southern Hemisphere affluent consuption-ori-
ented, North is thus likely to persist. Many
Third World leaders perceive the stark reali-
ties as the products of a system. They specially

find four defects in their relationship with
North.

W.A.Lewis, the Nobel Prize winning
economlsts has summerised them as follows :
(i) The division of the World into ex-

porters of primary products and exporters of
manufacturers.

N G S |
- 09 §

={*e!
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(ii) The adverse factoral items of trade
for the products of the developing countries.

(iii) The dependence of the develop-
ing countries on the developed for finance.

(iv) The dependence of the develop-
ing countries on the developed for the engine
of growth.

Phases of Dialogue inside and outside
the UN : Various forums of the UN and outside
the UN have been constituted to discuss and pro-

ceed the North-South Dialogue. For many years
the issue of Special United Nations Fund for

Economic Development (SUNFED) remained
on the agenda of the General Assembly.

In the UN Third World countries de-
mand was expressed in form of three propos-

als—
i) The United Nations Capital Devel-

opment Fund (UNCDF). .
ii) United Nations Industrial Develop-

ment Organizations (UNIDO).

iii) The revival of International Trade
Organization (ITO) and with the objective to
convene a United Nations Conference on the

Trade and Development (UNCTA).

Conclusion : It is distinctly presented
that there are some political issues in the way
of Discussing North-South Dialogue. Of
course, other factors come to light that the
countries of SOuth differ enormously with re-
gards to their size, their cultural traditations,
their climate and resources. Moreover, con-
stitutions take vital role to run the countries.
The relationship between Northern countries,
especially the dominant East-West Conflict,
undoubledly had an enormous impact on the
relationship within the South. ¢e ¢




EARTHQUAKE ITS CAUSES AND OUR
| PREPAREDNESS v

Introduction :

, Shaking or trem n

) g of earthquake is
bl.mg ofe X

artp's crust. An earth-

avitational equilib-
oo .beneat}.l the surface.
S, ouprlse tropical cyclones,
aStors egh’ts etc. However of all
and do arthquakes are the most

y environmental hazard

ultimate) enil?ige and loss of life which
Cir i
Caugeg of Ea"h‘l“ake Mmagnitude.

ess b:;:nt times man was com-
ey:}ex ® devastation caused

of Ought that ap, earthquake
up the | Ology , °ds anger, According
shook it:illd. When thetgll ghty elephants help
advancep, eatd’ “ausing an:Phant lowered and
logical ideag of SCientife i;:m‘IUake. With the
tific views Were disc as, the old mytho-
. ang ¢ ared fyy, .
into the o] OWinauses of our of scien-

the earth uakes fall
L. VOlc : ategories... 1

2. F oldip, c Acti\’ities

3. Plate TectOn.aulting
4. Human imelcs
. . a :
artificial ©¢ with nature or

Tapan Kumar Sarma;
Asstt. Professor’
Department of Assamese

1. Volcanic Activities :
Volcanic explosions are certainly the.
most common cause of earthquakes in the.
neighbourhood of active volcanoes. This type-
of earthquake caused either under the i1.1ﬂuence :
of the increasing pressure of volcanic gases
or the subterranean movement of molten lava
trying to come up on the earth's surface.

2. Folding and Faulting : 1
A fault is defined as a fracture plane
along which the rocks have baan displaced.
There are vertical as well as horizontal displace- -
ment. Earthquakes are caused due to sufiden
movements of rocks along faults. The horizon-
tal as well as vertical movements of rocks re-
sults from the operation of endogenetic forces
beneath the earth's surface. It is due to such
movement that folds and faulyts are created.
The fracture of the rock causing a tectoplc
earthquake is due to the elastic stains which
are greater than the strength of the rock can
with stand produce by the relative displacement
of nearby portions of the earth's crust. In fact,
the mass movement of blocks of rocks that take
place at the time of the earthquake are the sud-
den elastic rebounds of the sides of the frac-
ture towards positions of non-elastic stain.

3. Plate Tecttonics : |
According to the theory of plate tec-
tonics, the surface of earth consists of 15
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plates comprising the rigid upper mantle and
the oceanic and continental crust. Out of the
total number of plates 6 are major and 9 are
minor plates. This plates are always moving.

It may be noted that the plate bound-
aries are placed into three distinct categories-

constructive, destructive and conservative plate -

boundaries, its with different characteristics.
Constructive plate boundaries are those where
two plates moving in opposite direction from
the mid-oceanic ridges. The destructive plate
-boundaries are those where two plates moving
in opposite direction collide with each other.
As the collision takes place, the heavier plate
boundary under goes subduction into the mantle
beneath another plate which made of lighter
geo material. This is one characterised by most
widespread and disastrous earthquakes. On the
contrary, the conservative plate boundaries do
not collide, rather the two plates slip past each
other. Needless to say that earthquakes of vary-
ing degrees of intensity are caused by differ-

ent types of plate motion.

4. Human interface with nature or artificial:
Sometimes human interface with na-

‘ture causes artificial earthquake. The
underghround testing of H- bombs, blasting of
rocks by dynamites for the construction of roads
in mountain regions, deep underground mining
for the extraction of minerals and similar other
human activities may also cause of earthquake.

However, all the earthquakes which are
caused by human activities are not so terrifying
and disastrous as the plate tectonic earthquake.

OUR PREPAREDNESS :

Before an Earthquake :
1. Look around places where you

_ B 303 -5

spend time. Identify safe places such as under
a sturdy piece of furniture or against an inte-
rior wall in your home, office so that when the
shaking starts, you drop to the ground, cover
your head and neck with your arms and if a safer
place is nearby, crawl to it and hold on.

2. Practice how to "Drop, cover and
hold on." To react quickly you must practice
often. You may only have seconds to protect
yourself'in an earthquake.

3. Before an earthquake occurs, se-
cure items that could fall and cause injuries
(e.g Bookshelves, mirrors, light fixtures).

4. Store critical supplies (e.g water,
medication, torch light, radio) and documents.

5. Plan how you will communicate
with family members.

6. When choosing your home or busi-
ness, check if the building is a earthquake re-
sistant per local building codes.

DURING AN EARTHQUAKE

If you are inside in a building :

1. Stay where you are until the shak-
ing stops. Do not run outside. Do not get in
doorway as this does not provide protection
from falling objects and you may not be able
to remain standing.

2. Drop down on to your hands and
knees so the earthquake does not knock you
down. Drop to the ground (before the earth-
quake drops you).

3. Cover your head and neck with your
arms to protect yourself from falling debris.

4.1fyou are in danger from falling ob-
jects and you can move safely, crawl for addi-
tional cover under a sturdy desk or table.
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5. If there is low furniture or an inte-
rior wall or corner nearby and the path is clear
these may also provide some additional cover.

6. Stay away from glass. Windows,
outside door and walls and anything that could
fall, such as light fixtures or furniture.

7. Hold on to any sturdy covering so
you can move with it until the shaking stops.
Stay where you are until the shaking stops.

8. Identify an inside corner of the
room away from windows and objects that
.could fall on you. People who use wheelchairs
or other mobility devices should lock their
wheels and remain seated untill the shaking
stops. protect your head and neck with your
arms, a pillow, a book or whatever is possible.

9.If you are in bed, stay where and
cover your head and neck with pillow, at night
hazz'n-ds and debrids are difficult to see and
avoid, attempts to move in the dark result in
more injuries than remaining in bed.

IFYOU ARE OUTSIDE WHEN YOU

FEEL THE SHAKING

. 10.Ifyou are outdoors when the shak-
‘Sﬁi;t”w‘isr’e?ge from building, streetlights and
hold oo Sta; nce in th.e open, "drop, cover and
might not bey °Te until the shaking stops. This
to duck insig POSSll.)le in a city, so you may need
©abuilding to avoid falling debris.

11. Ifyou

as quickly anq are in a moving vehicle, stop

iafely as possible as stay in the

StOpping near or under buildings,
trees., OVer passes ang utility wires. Proceed
caut}ously once the earthquake has stopped.
Avoid roads,

bridges or ramps that the earth-
quake may have damaged,

AFTER AN EARTHQUAKE
1. When the shaking stops, look

around. If there is a clear path to safety, leave
the building and go to an open space away from
damaged areas.

2. If you are trapped, do not move
about or kick up dust.

3. If you have a cell phone with you,,
use it to call or text for help.

4. Tape on a pipe or wall or use a whistle,
if you have once, that rescuers can locate you.

CONCLUSION

Extreme events are often of the great-
est importance to man. A large variety of natu-
ral calamities strike the earth's surface. None-
theless, an earthquake becomes a very destruc~
tive natural hazard. For examples Tokyo earth-
quake 1923, the Assam earthquake of 1950,
Latur earthquake 1993, Nepal earthquake 2015
etc. But earthquake prediction is a complex
problem. Let us hope that the science efforts
and researches made in this direction will bear
fruits in years to come.
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AGRICULTURALFESTIVALS OF THE
BOROS

" Introduction :

The Bodos are one of the tribe of Bodo

- group people under greater Mongolian race.

They are considered as the earliest immigrants

- of Assam. It is believed that this tribe arrived

- in Assam from the Tibet through Bhutan passes.
Their basic concentration is to be found in the

Western part of Assam, particularly the north
bank of Brahmaputra, besides that they can be
found in different parts of Assam as well as in
Nepal, Bhutan, North-Bengal and boarder ar-
eas of Bangladesh. As, the primitive settlers
of Assam valley, the bodo community is con-
sidered to be the most traditionally and cultur-
ally rich community of the state. They are rec-
ognized as a plain tribe in the sixth schedule of
the Indian Constitution. They have distinctive
culture, tradition, religion, language and litera-
ture of their own.

Agricultural Festivals of the Boros :

. The development of culture of a soci-
ety is expressed through its activities. It is
closely related to the rites and rituals, art and
practices of the society. Fairs and festivals are
essential aspects of cultural life of the people
of any region. These fairs and festivals are
socio-religions in content. The festivals of
Boro are mainly agricultural, but also include
religious and social flavours, as such the festi-
vals of the Boros can be classified as —

= = :W— o4

Kalpana Basumatary
Asstt. Professor, Deptt. of Bodo

(i) Religious Festivals and
(ii) Agricultural Festivals.

Agricultural Festival is also known as
seasonal festival. The Boros are primarily ag-
riculturists and as such, almost all the festivals
of them are related with agriculture cycle. They
observe several major and minor agricultural
festivals through out the whole year. The agri-
cultural or seasonal festivals of the Boros areé —

(i) Bwisagw

(i) Magw Domashi

(iii) Kati-gasa or Gasa hwnai

(iv) Khwtia Phwnai

(v) Mai-gainai

(vi) Mainao lainai

(vii) Ongkham gwlwi janai or Ongkham
gwdan janai etc.

i) Bwisagw :

The most popular agricultural or sea-
sonal festivals of the Boros is '‘Bwisagw'. In
the month of Baishak i.e. in the month of mind
April this festival begins which is the new year
for the Boro tribes. This festival is celebrated
with great excitement. This festival starts with
the Worship of cow like in the Bihu of
Assamese people. The next day the supreme

God '‘Bathou' is worshipped by offering prasad
and rice-beer. The young people bowed down




‘ ’%’7/‘«’/ < I s 1/205@-5¢

to their parents and elder
followed by dance which js Participated by al|
without any limitation of age or sex and is fol-
lowed by grand feast where rice-beer and meat
is served. Colourfy] folk danceg are performed
during this festival, ,

The Bwis
.acteristics like -

S in this day. This is

agw festival hag some char-

€W year,
(b) Bathing the catje Mwsoy thukwinai),

(c) Worshipping the 80ds and goddesges °

(d) Worshipping the ancestorg
(e Merry making ang enj Oying at the en-
trance of the NeW year.
(ii) Magw Domash;j ;
. Itis also anothey important social fes-
flval qf the Boros, € Boro Way of celebrat-
ing this festiva] ig very m i

like that of the
€ characteristics

(,lto Chtertain the friends

cordat 00ds and gy; S and to en-

JOy singing anq dancing. Th;s festival is ce].

ebrated on the last day of the month Pyl
On this 4

: 2y the mg|
family tie cords gy, dthe ﬁ:?::lel;:; otfr Zhe:
of the house. The Bo g

T0S beliey, L
bearing trees woy]q bear © that the fruit

| : ore and more fruits
if the trees are tieq With ¢ fru

‘ _ Ords of straw during
the Magw Domash;, The Young boys construct
the '‘Bilagur' or ‘Bhelaghgay

With dried banana

\
L

[t

/8
leaves and green bamboos. They also arfi‘;iﬁj
bonfire with the big peices of ﬁlffl ('gendan g
stolen) and spend sleepless n?ght Sll_lgm% urm :
ing, eating, drinking, merrl-makmagl; D
Domashi festival Boro people m

ith?
. (Pithas) of rice with various names such as it

laodum, Thaoni Pitha, anthao pitha, anaf: gi"fg?
asi phitha, hasung pitha, etc. and rtnladoo sui
ent types of laodoos like coconu g
ladoo, til ladoo etc.
(iii) Kati Gasa : 'cul"i
The Kati-gasa is also anth‘;r atgi:/l oS
tural festival of the Boros and .thls ’[(lelsi *festi
also as like as Assamese Kati-Bihu. o month
val is observed on the last day of t Tyumi ng
'Ahin’. It is observed by the Boros %16 pad dy
'gasa’ (chaki) or the earthen lamp a cowshed
field, at the altar of the 'Bathou', at ﬂ;eing e
(goli) and at the granary in the eve -
last day of 'Ahin'.

i of
(iv) Khwthia Phwnai (Sowing seeds
paddy):

After making the field re::gfez
ploughing the owner of the Boro houthse godess
pair of arecanuts and betel leaves to e cast
‘Mainao' (Lakshmi) and salutes towar paddy.
after which he starts sowing the seeds 0

‘(v) Maingainai (paddy plantation) :

ion

At the first time of paddy ‘ifai,‘ifl e

the elderly female member of the Zs " the

fers a pair of arecanuts and betel leavalth nd

name of Mainao or the god.dess of w:l | quan-

applying a little mustard oil on a s;n e

tity of seedlings the elderly female el

salutes towards the east and then starts’{) e
tion. Then other members of the family
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plantation all saluting to the east.

(vi) Mainaw lainai (Bringing Mainaw or
Lakshmi from the paddy field to the
house):

When the paddy becomes ripe and
suitable for reaping, the male or female guard-
ian of the family brings a small quantity of
paddy from the paddy field to the house and
after sprinkling holy water on it the small
bundle of paddy is kept inside the Bakhri (gra-
nary) of paddy.

(vii) Ongkham Gwdan or gwlwi janai :

It means the first eating of new rice.

This ceremony is held within the month of
December after harvesting of the major rice
crop of the year 'maisali'. On this day the new
-rice is taken inviting the neighbouring persons.
Along with the new rice, Dao bedor (chicken)
with andola (curry of rice powder), Fish curry,
and jau or jumai (rice-bear) are also supplied
in abundance. Before taking anything they of-
fer a little quantity of cooked-rice and andola
Wngkhri of Dao bedor to the gods and god-

HfSTFe FTIAAIETT ST/ 305 @ -3

dess (mainly to 'Bathou Bwrai' and 'Mainao
Buri' and to the agricultural instruments.

Conclusion : From the above discus-
sion it is clear that, Agriculture is the main oc-
cupation of the Boro community and chief
source of their livelihood and as such almost
all the festivals of the Boros are related with
agriculture. Agricultural festivals are usually
celebrated around the pre-harvesting or the
post-harvesting period. From the various fes-
tivals and rituals one can easily understand the
rich and raw culture of Boro people.
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Agriculture is the BACKBONE of the
Indian Economy. The word agriculture
is the english adaptation of latin
agricultira, from ager, "a field", and
cultira, "cultivation" in the strict sence
of "tillage of the soil".
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