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Examination Reform : An Analysise

To speak on reforms or
whatsoever on examination it will not
out of place to mention the meaning of
examination, which denotes the act of
examinine or state of being examined,
An exercise testing skill or knowledge
through formal interrogation, may be
in writing or verbal and physical inter-
view.

Sirice the time of Epic era of
the Mahabharata and the Ramayana, it
is found that there had been system of
providing education by great Sages in
“ Ashrams ”. On completion of pro-
viding necessary education, training in
all spheres of life circle, the Gurus
used to take test or examination. As
such this sort of taking examiqation
has been continuing since time

immernorial.
Hence, Examination enable

the teacher to determine the degree and
direction of the success of his teach
ing process. Examination helps the
teacher to know about individual differ-
ences and diognise the child’s weak-
nesses and help to take preventive and
curative measures accordingly. It is an

Minakshi Sarma
Lecturer, Education Dept.

integral part of the educational lives
of both students and teachers. There-
fore, through examination teacher can
set the standard of teaching and learn-
ing in school. Examination are €x-
tremely important in the entire educa-
tional system.
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE :
Since time immemorial ex-
amination is one of form which con-
ducted in our education system. The
examination reformed initiatives in
India from the “Gurukul® system of
education to British days. In ‘Gurukul’
system the scope of the examinations
was quite gives importance on all round
development of students personality.
Various committees and
commissions had criticize examina-
tion system and suggested measures to
improve it.
THE SECONDARY EDUCATION
COMMISSION (1952-53) :
Secondary education com-
mission focussed attention on reform-
ing examination. According to com-
mission, to reduce the elements of sub-
jectivity of the essay type tests, objec-




~iferas valfqriery Bt

tive test of attainments should be in-
troduced side by side. And also, the na-
ture of the tests and the type of ques-
tions should be throughly changed.
They should be such as encourage in-
telligence and understanding.

It was the secondary educa-
tion commission which paved the way
for examination reform at school level.
This commission very strongly recom-
mended that the subjectivity should be
reduced in examination. Secondary
education commission for the first
time in India, introduced the word
‘evaluation’ along with the examina-
tion.

THE EDUCATION COMMISSION
(1964-66) :

The education commission
of (1964-66) recommended that to
improve the written examination and
gives importance on oral testing and
practical examinations. Education com-
mission advocated to conduct a com-
mon internal examination for inter
school and show result of internal and
external assesment separately.

NCERT has taken up a num-
ber of activities in order to improve the
examination in our country.

a) Studies and investigation
in external examinations.

b) Co-ordinationof state

level programmes of examination re-
form.

c) Providing consultancy
services to the Board of education.
DEFECTS OF MODERN SYSTEM
OF EXAMINATION :

There are some probleimns
and short comings in our present ex-
amination system. Examination ap-
pears to be the sole aim of everyone.
The main couse of teaching learning
system has vanished.

The incidence like use of
unfair means, blackmailing, manhan-
dling of supervisory staffhas increased
tremendausly. For that reason the
smoth conduct of an examination is a
big problem.

There is a big gape between
the hyo important factor in education-
teaching and testing, Todays education
system is examination dominated and
for that reason teacher do not have any
hold over his student. The student also
do not care to show any sense of sub-
ordination and reéspect to the teacher,

The question setter test only
s:’:lrnples OkaOWIedge and most of the
time, questions of the examination are
not really representative one of the
whole syllabus. The question are at
times vaguely worded.

Examination dq not test the




intelligence and character, which are
most important outcome of education.
There are various examples of men and
women who are failures in traditional
examination, but who later distin-
guished themselves in his/her entire
life. But some of the brillient products
of the examination have awfully failed
in test of real life.

The most important draw
backs of examination system is their
judgement or result. The judgement of
different teachers or examiner of a stu-
dent performance is widely differed,
even a single examiner may be
incongrous in the standard of marking
on two different occasions.

Validity of examinations is
questionable. At the end of the session
practice of three hour exam not only
put an overload on the students but also
shows that no importance is given t0
the work done throughout the year.

Each and every student re-
garded that examination is a major
event. They forget that the examination
is only a means and not an end in edu-
cation. Examination appears to be the
sole aim before everyone.

Particularly in India students
are not interested in education, they
want labels and good levels. Such a sys-
tem may cause destruction of the soul

T ~fiforae vaifamisry

and destruction of the quality of life
itself.

Parents also have a wrong
attitude about examination. Parents
donot give importance on quality de-
velopment of their child. They judge
their abilities on the basis of marks.
Parents spoonfeed their child to en-
able them to pass examination.
REFORMS OF EXAMINATION
SYSTEM :

A good examination is one
which has the necessary traits of va-
lidity, reliability, adequacy, objectivity
and practicability. We cannot rule out
examination from our educational sys-
tem.

From secondary commis-
sion (1952-53) to National policy on
education (1986) have expressed their
views to reduce subjectivity from the
examination. National policy on edu-
cation proposes to bring about
qulitative improvement in examina-
tion. According to this policy, Semiszer
system will be introduced in the sec-
ondary stage in a phased manner.

To minimize subjectivity in
essay type examination it is prefer-
able to give short questions. The ques-
tion in essay type examination should
maintain uniform difficulty. Trained
evaluators to be needed for better ob-
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jective judgement.

To removing all ills from
examination system we use continu-
ous comprehensive evaluation. By
continuous and comprehensive evalu-
ation we mean that evaluation should
be done continually through out the
academic year. It includes assesment
of performences in the class work,
home work, laboratory work, project
report, seminer, disscussion, debate,
social service and other co-curricular
acvities. It is not only helps to know
the development of intellectual abili-
ties, but also helps in removing the ten-
sion, fear from the minds of the sty-
dents which they feel, if the examina-
tions are annually conducted. Through
continuous evaluation the teacher also
evaluate himself and try to improve
their quality of teaching.

The system of Grading has
been recommended by various com-
mission. Grading system removes the
subjectivity in marking system. This
gives a realistic assesment of the
learners capabilities. Grading system
may bring about stability of judgement.
For giving grade teacher should fully
trained.

Use of internal examing-
tion, yet another method to minimize
the subjectivity of external
examination.In internal assesment

teacher’s own judgement and evalua-
tion has more reliability than any other
outride sources. It also improves the
teacher-pupil relationship.

Yet another step that has
been taken to reform the examination
in India is to make process of evalution
clear. So that they do not have doubts
about their performences and its evalu-
ation. Some peogressive Board have
started showing the answer scripts to
students. Newly Assam has taken step
to clear evaluation system.

Examination should be
delinked from job opportunities and
other positions of life. National f:du-
cation policy also empha:rlsed
delinking degrees from jobs in se-
lected areas of learning. We should
judge our students through out their
total learning experiences in the cur
ricular and co-curricular programmes,

All of the above steps of re-
forming examination cannot be estab-
lished if educational authority is no
aware for illness of examination. The
educational officers and teachers need
to be throughly trained to reform ex-
amination and should be aware of bring
about a change in this system. _For‘an
over all improvement of examination
effort should be made to improve ex
ternal and internal examination.
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